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There is something divine and peaceful about sitting in a church and saying a quiet prayer. Imagine, living in one where 
you can perpetually experience the grandeur of the sanctuary and revel in its historical architecture. Throw in a scenic 

lake and a forest lined with pine trees for a backdrop - and you have heaven on earth. 
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A House In A Church
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Along the river De Rotte in Rotterdam, Netherlands 

sits a wooden church built in the 1930s. This 

1930's church eventually ended its career as 

a religious sanctuary and was being used as a 

garage for fixing and selling cars, where it was 

covered with metal plates and looked like a 

hangar. But then came along a family that wanted 

to transform it into a home where they could live. 

With the help of Ruud Visser Architects and Peter 

Boer, the church was adapted into a home fit for 

a family of four. An interesting fact to note, is that 

this structure has a volume of 3000 cubes and can 

hold six average family houses. 

The architects could have renovated it to fit a 

house with twenty rooms. But that was not their 

goal. Their vision was to design a ‘luxurious house, 

of normal measurements’ for a family with two 

children where this ‘house’ will be situated inside 

the church as an independent object. 

The original church was a voluminous building with 

a high roof lined with beautiful wood panelling and 

a platform on one side.

According to Ruud Visser, the architect: "Instead 

of simply transforming the church into a house 

with 12 bedrooms, we wanted to create a house 

where you can truly walk around the house while 

you are in the church. The last aisle of the church, 

the transept is completely open, while the front 

facade and side facade are kept very much to its 

original state."

The back facade of the house sits directly on the 

bank of the river De Rotte, presenting amazing 

views which are brought indoors through its floor 

to ceiling glass doors. These massive glass panels 

are used throughout the living spaces to minimize 

the barriers between inside and outside areas. 

Outside, there is a small walkway facing the water 

which allows you to taste the outdoor atmosphere 

of this magical place.

 

The former 'cross ship'of the church is laid open 

now and it is designed as an immense void, where 

the entire structure of the church can be seen.This 

was the place where the pulpit was located and 

illuminated with original ‘leaded light’ windows. 

Originally this was where the church-choir would stand and sing for the church 

congregation. 

Inside, the house consists of an open plan, living area, a bedroom and a large 

bathroom. The second floor shelters the other bedrooms, bath and an office. The 

interior design has a charming warm feeling to it, combining white walls with the 

original church panelling. The color palette in most rooms is grey and muted and 

the overall interior exudes a nice cozy space which is open to the surrounding 

beauty as well.

A glass facade at the rear of the house looks 
out to the river.

The far side of the church closest to the river was replaced with floor to 
ceiling glass windows to let natural daylight into the space.

The first floor contains the living space, dining room 
and kitchen.

Louvers on the exterior of the windows protect the interior from 
overheating during the summer.

The first two stories rise up to meet the arched roof and the third 
floor uses the church floor for its ceiling.
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According to Ruud, the technical challenge was to maintain the character 

of the old church but at the same time design a luxurious house fitted with 

modern technical gadgets. The house has a very advanced heating and 

cooling system and a light design which is integrated into its architecture. 

There are specially developed sun blinders, isolated sliding doors and 

automatically controlled windows, and other technical gadgets. Almost 

everything is assembled in an advanced domotica system, which can be 

controlled by a small Iphone.

Interestingly, the vertical line of the house in the church directs the viewers 

eyes vertically to heaven. Obviously, this verticality complements the house to 

keep us in a heavenly frame of mind, but from an architectural point of view, 

its design represent a graceful and glorious look.

The site of the church is set amid a forest location which provides a lot of privacy and shade. This 

stunning residence has an interesting architectural design, and it is a visual testimony to all those who 

walk within its shadows.

Ruud Visser Architetecten was originally set up 

in 2006 by its founder Ruud Visser. Located in 

Holland, the company studies the specifics of 

locations and typology of houses. Some of the 

company's current projects include converting a 

smaller water tower in Nieuw Lekkerland, Kinderdijk 

where it is designing two small towers inside the 

water tower.

The volume of the church is larger than most average family houses.

In order to create the impression of normal-sized home, the architect decided to place a home within a church rather than using the whole space for the home.

The rafters, wood panelling and original interior walls are completely visible throughout the house. A three storey house is contained within the walls of the 
church. 


